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Abstract: Translocal livelihoods constitute not merely a migration strategy but an effective risk-distribution
system for laborers within volatile urban environments. They play a pivotal role in elucidating how the
circulation of resources and people shapes sustainable urban development. However, current urban policies
tend to focus exclusively on physical infrastructure, often neglecting the significance of informal resource
flows across various localities. Furthermore, there remains a deficiency in systematic analyses within scientific
discourses concerning the nexus between translocal livelihoods and urban resilience. Employing a systematic
review methodology based on the Scopus database, this study reveals that translocal connectivity bolsters
the social infrastructure of cities. Households engaging in translocal livelihoods tend to exhibit accelerated
recovery following disruptive events. Drawing from these findings, the study proposes policy implications
for urban development in Vietnam, emphasizing the integration of migration into adaptive urban planning
strategies to optimize social resources. Most importantly, recognizing the legitimacy of translocal livelihoods

is identified as a cornerstone for fostering more resilient and inclusive Vietnamese cities in the future.
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1. Introduction

Livelihood studies have long served as a cornerstone of
development theory, providing a robust lens to elucidate how
individuals and households construct their lives by mobilizing
asset endowments within specific socio-economic contexts
(Chambers & Conway, 1992). Traditionally, research has
focused on analyzing resources, opportunities, and constraints
within a confined geographic perimeter, employing a "lo-
calized" approach systematized by the seminal Sustainable
Livelihoods Framework (SLF) (Scoones, 1998). However, in
an era of rapid globalization and accelerating urbanization, this
static paradigm has increasingly revealed limitations in cap-
turing the dynamic, complex, and profoundly interconnected
nature of contemporary livelihoods.

The surging flows of people, capital, and information
across multiple spatial scales have catalyzed the emergence of
translocal livelihood strategies (Zoomers & Van Westen, 2011).
Consequently, households no longer rely solely on localized
resources but rather diversify income streams, manage assets,
and maintain social networks across multiple sites—spanning

the rural-urban interface and often transcending national
borders—thereby weaving a decentralized safety net (Scoones,
2013). In the Vietnamese context, labor migration and
remittances have become integral components of the household
economic fabric, contributing significantly to the national GDP
(World Bank, 2023) and fundamentally transforming rural
well-being (Cuong & Linh, 2018).

Despite the growing recognition of translocality, a critical
theoretical gap remains: the nexus between these multi-scalar
livelihood networks and urban resilience. Current scholarship
largely decouples migratory livelihoods from spatial planning
strategies and urban risk management. While urbanization is
frequently viewed through an infrastructure-centric lens, this
article posits that the resilience of urban systems is deeply
contingent upon socio-economic dimensions, particularly as
Vietnamese cities confront climate change, economic volatility,
and long-term planning uncertainties. Understanding how
transregional flows bolster the adaptive capacity of urban
dwellers has become an urgent imperative.

Against this backdrop, this paper conducts a systematic
review aimed at repositioning translocal livelihoods within the
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interdisciplinary analytical frameworks of spatial planning and
social-ecological systems (SES). We argue that the translocal
lens serves not merely as a descriptive tool for migration but

as a strategic approach to address the multifaceted challenges
of urban resilience and sustainable development in Vietnam.

2. Literature Review

2.1. Research On Translocal Livelihoods and Urban Re-
silience

Translocal livelihoods have become increasingly pivotal
to urban resilience. Through social networks, households
consolidate opportunities across disparate locations into a
"translocal social space," optimizing economic strategies. This
has emerged as a vital adaptation mechanism for communities
confronting economic and environmental challenges (Benz,
2014; Lohnert & Steinbrink, 2005). For impoverished
households, migratory linkages serve as a "safety net,"
providing financial buffers against precarious conditions.
Conversely, affluent households utilize translocal networks
as a "springboard" to access expertise and investment capital,
facilitating transitions toward market-oriented agriculture
(Rockenbauch et al., 2019).

Empirical studies confirm that household livelihoods are
now spatially dispersed through migration and multi-sited
networks. Evidence suggests that remittances are closely
correlated with poverty reduction and improved well-being
(Adams & Page, 2005), although actual efficacy depends
heavily on institutional structures and transaction costs (De
Haas, 2010). Conceptually, the translocal framework more
accurately captures the simultaneity of multiple locations
in livelihood activities, explaining why geographic income
diversification is a prevalent strategy in rural households
where transport and telecommunications infrastructure are
developed (Greiner & Sakdapolrak, 2013). In Vietnam,
labor migration has become an organic component shifting
household expenditure patterns and welfare (Cuong & Linh,
2018; World Bank, 2023).

In migration studies, the translocal perspective shifts the
focus from one-way departures to a circular cycle, where
migrants maintain robust economic and social ties with their
origins through co-villager networks, job-seeking channels,
and digital communication tools. For instance, research on
migrant social networks in China highlights the crucial role
of extra-familial and trans-spatial relationships in securing
employment, adapting to destinations, and sustaining mutual
support with origins (Li & Wu, 2010). Concurrently, literature
on the migration-environment nexus demonstrates that environ-
mental change influences migration not only directly through
disaster risks but also indirectly through socio-economic chan-
nels as local livelihoods degrade. Consequently, risk diversifi-
cation across locations—a hallmark of translocality—becomes
a critical adaptive strategy (Black et al., 2011). This necessi-
tates environmental governance policies that evaluate impacts
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along development corridors rather than at single interven-
tion sites (Zoomers et al., 2011). Social geography studies
emphasize that contemporary livelihoods are structured by
multi-level networks and flows, challenging static administra-
tive boundaries (Brickell & Datta, 2011).

In urban communities, resilience opportunities arise from
easier access to education and non-traditional employment but
face challenges regarding declining community cooperation
and ecological threats. Conversely, rural communities possess
strong social capital and cooperative spirit but are constrained
by limited educational opportunities and a scarcity of alterna-
tive livelihood options. These findings reinforce the argument
that livelihood resilience depends not only on a household’s in-
ternal assets but is also heavily governed by geographic space
and the degree of urbanization (Wintergalen et al., 2022).
Integrating translocal livelihoods into urban resilience and
social-ecological systems is an imperative requirement for
understanding decentralized recovery mechanisms in the face
of market and climate shocks.

The existing body of literature reviewed above suggests
that the transition from localized to translocal perspectives is
not uniform across time or space. While some regions focus
on the safety net function for the poor , others emphasize the
springboard effect for market transition. To systematically
map these disparities and the overall growth of this field,
the first research question is established: (Q1) How has the
research landscape regarding the translocal livelihood-urban
resilience nexus evolved chronologically and geographically,
and what specific thematic priorities have emerged across
different regional and socio-economic contexts?

2.2. Theoretical Perspectives On Translocal Livelihoods and
Urban Resilience

Traditional livelihood theory stems from the Sustainable
Livelihoods Framework (SLF), focusing on household capaci-
ties to cope with vulnerability (Chambers & Conway, 1992;
Scoones, 1998; Tambe, 2022). However, this localized ap-
proach reveals blind spots as rural-urban boundaries blur due
to globalization and digital connectivity (De Haas, 2010; Ellis,
2000). The surge in human and capital flows has transformed
livelihoods into a multi-scalar process, requiring a shift from
"flat-map" analysis to social network analysis (Scoones, 2009,
2013, 2015; Zoomers & Van Westen, 2011).

This shift is bolstered by the concept of "social
remittances"—the cross-spatial diffusion of knowledge and
norms (Levitt, 1998)—and theories of transnationalism (Basch
etal., 1994; Portes et al., 1999; Schiller et al., 1992). Migration
research has long indicated that household strategies expand
through seasonal migration and kinship ties (Massey et al.,
1993; Tacoli, 2002). In this context, translocality emerges
as a new lens, viewing the household as a multi-sited unit
where labor, investment, and care decisions are distributed
across network spaces (Datta, 2016; Greiner & Sakdapolrak,
2013). Assessing livelihood capitals (social, human, financial,
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physical) now requires a focus on mobility and interregional
connectivity rather than solely on localized resources (Greiner
& Sakdapolrak, 2013; Solesbury, 2003).

Beyond social-ecological system frameworks, recent
studies offer critiques of the "Global Urban Resilience
Complex". Urban resilience is often deployed top-down
through networks of public-private and non-profit actors. This
approach tends to technocratize and bureaucritize resilience
through quantitative assessment tools, turning it into a
commodity in urban planning. This creates a significant
tension with the spontaneous and networked nature of
translocal livelihoods, which rely on indigenous knowledge
and social flexibility rather than imposed technical standards
(Leitner et al., 2018).

Evidence suggests that if limited to formal participation
models, urban governance remains inadequate in addressing
resilience effectively. The framework connecting Transdisci-
plinary (TR) and Bottom-up approaches argues that transdis-
ciplinary methods complement bottom-up urban governance
by enhancing social resilience, strengthening local commu-
nities, and mitigating urban inequality. Rather than impos-
ing management toolkits, fostering collaboration, integrating
multi-dimensional perspectives, and engaging communities
in decision-making will solve complex urban issues more
sustainably (Ozdamar & Onay, 2024).

The intersection of Sustainability and Resilience should
be viewed as a core analytical framework for understanding
contemporary urban dynamics. Rapid urbanization is pro-
foundly altering social-environmental relationships. Crucially,
the focus should be on identifying the capacities that urban
actors mobilize to enact change. Livelihood resilience in this
context extends beyond adapting to shocks; it encompasses the
transformative capacity of individuals, communities, and city
systems toward a more sustainable relationship with the envi-
ronment (Romero-Lankao et al., 2016). For the Vietnamese
context, this lens reveals that translocal livelihoods are a vital
resource contributing to that transformative capacity, helping
bridge the gap between technical resilience strategies and
local sustainable development practices. To further clarify the
conceptual structure of this interdisciplinary field, the second
research question focuses on thematic integration: (Q2 )What
are the dominant thematic clusters and interdisciplinary link-
ages that define the current research landscape of translocal
livelihoods and urban resilience?

2.3. Methodological Approaches In Translocal and Re-
silience Research

The multi-sited and flow-based nature of translocal liveli-
hoods necessitates research designs that combine qualitative
and quantitative methods while extending the spatial and
temporal scope of the study. Qualitatively, single and com-
parative case studies are used to track livelihood trajectories,
link origins and destinations, and explain decision-making
mechanisms within specific institutional contexts. Seminal

guides on case study research provide frameworks for design,
theoretical sampling, and triangulation strategies suited to
these questions (Yin, 2017).

Quantitatively, household surveys allow for the measure-
ment of multi-source income structures, migration histories,
expenditure patterns, and livelihood capital indices. Deaton’s
classic micro-analytical framework for household survey data
remains the foundation for estimating causal relationships and
addressing selection bias (Deaton, 1997). Social Network
Analysis (SNA) is particularly suited for quantifying network
structures, identifying intermediary nodes, and mapping the
flow of information and resources between sites (Wasserman
& Faust, 1994).

To identify and visualize spatial dimensions, GIS and
Remote Sensing support the tracking of migration routes,
multi-sited work and residential spaces, and the nexus
between land-use change and livelihood strategies, thereby
constructing integrated data layers for multi-level modeling
(Longley et al., 2015). Finally, mixed-methods designs
provide sequential or convergent integration of data to
link "mechanistic narratives" at the household level with
statistical models at the aggregate level. Recent mixed-
methods guidelines regulate design selection criteria, multi-
stage sampling strategies, and reporting standards (Creswell
& Plano Clark, 2017). Finally, recognizing the need to bridge
global theory with local practice, the third research question
seeks to operationalize these findings: (Q3) How do translocal
networks function as informal adaptive mechanisms to bolster
urban resilience, and what strategic policy implications can
be derived for Vietnam’s sustainable urban development?

3. Methodology

This study combined systematic literature review with bib-
liometric analysis to reveal the existing state of knowledge on
translocal livelihoods and urban Resilience. The bibliometric
analysis is a quantitative type of literature review that relies
on the bibliographic data of published studies to visualize
intellectual discourse and emerging trends in a particular sci-
entific research topic. This review methodology offers the
opportunity, like the meta-analysis approach, to quantitatively
visualize the annual production trend, the most productive and
influential researchers, journals, coun tries, institutions, and
the areas of research that have dominated scholarly discussions
over a particular period. It also provided the opportunity for
a systematic review of the content of selected articles un-
der themes towards addressing some of the guiding research
questions of this study.

To achieve the research objectives and ensure a compre-
hensive overview of the existing body of knowledge, this study
adopts a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) approach. The
process strictly adheres to the PRISMA (Preferred Reporting
Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses) guidelines.
This methodology minimizes subjective bias, enhances trans-
parency, and provides an objective, systematic perspective on



the intersection between translocal livelihood networks and
urban resilience. Utilizing this model not only facilitates the
identification of current trends but also clarifies the research
gaps that necessitate further investigation.

3.1. Data Collection

The initial phase of the study focused on identifying
reliable and influential data sources within the academic
community. Primary data were retrieved from the Scopus
database—one of the most reputable academic repositories
today, offering extensive coverage across social sciences,
planning, and sustainability.

* Collection Scope: The process was restricted to peer-
reviewed scientific articles published in English.

* Data Structure: A total of 901 documents were
identified through two complementary datasets:

— Records focusing on the theoretical foundations
and broad context of translocality (n = 430).

— Records focusing on the specific intersection of
resilience, translocality, and the urban context
(n =471).

* Data Processing: Comprehensive metadata, includ-
ing Titles, Abstracts, Keywords, and References, were
exported in .csv and .bibtex formats to facilitate subse-
quent bibliometric analysis via specialized software and
qualitative content analysis. Systematic data manage-
ment and standardization from the outset established a
robust foundation for quantifying research trends and
ensuring analytical accuracy.

3.2. Search Strategy

To optimize precision and searchability, the search strategy
was designed with a two-tiered structure to capture founda-
tional theories while drilling down into specific research ob-
jectives. Boolean operators (AND, OR) and expert-validated
phrase-searching techniques were employed as follows:

Establishing the Foundation of Translocal Livelihoods:
TITLE-ABS-KEY ("translocal livelihoods" OR "translocal-
ity")

Establishing Interdisciplinary Linkages: Focusing on the
interaction between resilience, livelihoods, and urban gover-
nance within the 2020-2025 timeframe: (TITLE-ABS-KEY
("resilience" AND "Translocality" AND urban) OR TITLE-
ABS-KEY ("resilience" AND "Translocal livelihoods" AND
"Urban") OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ("resilience" AND "Translo-
cal" AND "Urban") OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ("resilience” AND
"livelihoods" AND "Urban")) AND PUBYEAR > 2019 AND
PUBYEAR < 2026 AND (LIMIT-TO (LANGUAGE, "En-
glish™))

This stage resulted in a sample size of 901 records,
including 430 related to translocal livelihoods and 471
addressing the nexus of resilience, livelihoods, and urban
governance. This strategy yielded a comprehensive raw
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dataset reflecting the current landscape and spatial dimensions
of contemporary migratory livelihoods.

3.3. Data Selection Process via PRISMA Technique

Following the raw data collection, a rigorous four-stage
selection process was conducted to eliminate noise and retain
studies with the highest empirical value (see Figure 1):

Identification: The initial search on the Scopus database
yielded 901 documents. After removing 9 duplicate records,
892 unique documents remained for preliminary screening.

Screening: The research team performed an independent
review based on titles and abstracts to assess preliminary
eligibility. At this stage, 196 records were excluded for
being in irrelevant subject areas, such as strictly technical
infrastructure, linguistics, or arts. Following this, 696 reports
were sought for retrieval.

Eligibility: From the retrieved reports, 651 documents
were excluded because they lacked a direct nexus between
translocality and resilience, often focusing solely on isolated
aspects like labor migration or disaster management. This
narrowed the pool to 45 documents for full-text eligibility
assessment.

Included: During the full-text evaluation of the 45
articles, 35 records were excluded due to theoretical saturation,
a predominantly descriptive focus, or a failure to clearly
operationalize translocal livelihood frameworks. Ultimately, a
final cohort of 10 core documents was selected for in-depth
Content Analysis. This focused subset was chosen based on
its high conceptual relevance and analytical depth to provide a
robust theoretical foundation for the study.

While the bibliometric dataset (n=901) provides a macro-
perspective on global trends, the qualitative depth required to
satisfy this study’s objectives necessitates a focused analysis.
Consequently, we identified 10 core documents that effectively
operationalize the translocal-resilience nexus. These studies
were selected based on three criteria: (i) conceptual relevance
to the “strategic triangle” of mobility, livelihoods, and urban
shock-response; (ii) methodological rigor in linking multi-
sited data; and (iii) analytical depth in explaining the socio-
economic transformations that occur when precarity meets
agency.

4. Results and Discussion

4.1. Bibliographic Analysis

Figure 2(a) provides a comprehensive overview of the
publication volume over more than two decades (1998-2025).
During the first decade, scholarly output remained minimal
and inconsistent, frequently falling below 10 articles per
year. During this incipient stage, research primarily centered
on "translocal livelihoods" and "translocality,” suggesting
that the concept was initially rooted in anthropological and
sociological perspectives regarding how individuals construct
and sustain their lives through connective networks across
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Figure 1: Diagram of data selection process for bibliometric analysis and qualitative literature review

diverse locations. The subsequent decade witnessed a more
stable growth trajectory, maintaining an output of between
10 and 20 articles per year. This represented a transitional
period as the concept began to gain broader interdisciplinary
traction. Since 2016, there has been a significant surge in
documentation, with the volume consistently exceeding 20
articles and reaching a peak of nearly 40 publications by 2025.

Figure 2(b) focuses on the most recent five-year interval
(2020-2025), revealing exponential growth in scholarly
attention. During this period, the research scope expanded
to encompass critical contemporary keywords: "Resilience,"
"Translocality," and "Urban." Translocal connectivity has
evolved beyond conventional rural or migration narratives to
become an indispensable element of modern urban planning
and urban life. In the face of climate change and global
volatility, investigating how translocal communities adapt
and recover has emerged as a new research priority. By
2025, the volume of research had increased approximately
3.5-fold compared to 2020 and by an order of magnitude
compared to the pre-2010 era. This evidence confirms that
"Translocality" has solidified as a pivotal theoretical framework
within modern social sciences. The analytical shift from
"livelihoods" toward "urban" and "resilience" demonstrates
increasing interest across diverse fields, including human
geography, urban planning, environmental studies, and public
policy. The vertical trajectory observed in 2025 suggests
that this will continue to be an emerging research frontier
in the coming years, particularly as global migration and
digital connectivity further dissolve traditional geographic
boundaries.

The two charts in Figure 3 illustrate the disparities between
the broader period (1998-2025) and the recent interval
(2020-2025), highlighting emerging scholarly trends in the

nexus of translocal livelihoods and urban resilience. In the
former, research is predominantly situated within the Social
Sciences, followed by Arts and Humanities. Conversely, the
latter exhibits a significant expansion into both the Social
Sciences and Environmental Sciences. This reflects a distinct
paradigm shift from purely theoretical, humanistic, and
sociological investigations—characteristic of the 1998-2025
era—toward applied, technical, and environmental problem-
oriented studies that define the 2020-2025 period. Scholars
are increasingly pivoting toward technical and ecological
solutions to address pressing challenges within the evolving
global context.

Figure 4 illustrates the evolving landscape of research out-
put by country, highlighting a significant shift in geographic
focus. During the long-term period (1998-2025), Germany
emerged as the dominant leader with over 90 publications,
followed by the United Kingdom and the United States, respec-
tively. However, in the more recent interval (2020-2025), the
United States ascended to the top position with approximately
75 publications. Conversely, Germany experienced a sharp
decline in its ranking, dropping to sixth place with fewer than
30 documents. These data indicate a discernible transition in
knowledge production from traditional developed nations in
Europe and North America toward emerging economies in
recent years

Figure 5 illustrates the keyword co-occurrence network
extracted from Scopus databases using VOSviewer. This visu-
alization delineates the interconnectedness between various
research themes, categorized into distinct thematic clusters.
Each color represents a group of closely related topics. The
red cluster signifies trends in migration and connectivity, cen-
tering on translocality, migration, and mobility. This group
investigates how individuals navigate and sustain connections
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across diverse geographical spaces. The green cluster focuses
on the environment and adaptation, with predominant key-
words including climate change, resilience, vulnerability, and
adaptation, reflecting a body of research on environmental
impacts. The yellow/light blue cluster represents sustainable
development trends, highlighted by keywords such as food
security and land use. The dark blue cluster centers on urban-
ization and livelihoods, emphasizing livelihood, urbanization,
and the impacts of COVID-19, examining how subsistence
is maintained amidst rapid urban growth and pandemics. Fi-
nally, the purple cluster covers socio-human themes, featuring
keywords such as gender, public health, and the informal
economy.

The size of the nodes indicates the frequency and analytical
importance of each keyword within the network. Translocality
and migration serve as "anchors" for demographic and social
studies, while climate change and resilience emerge as core
concepts linking environmental science with social policy.
Livelihood acts as a crucial nexus connecting economic
issues, climate impacts, and human mobility. This network

reveals a highly interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research
landscape—a complex ecosystem where nature (climate) and
society (migration) are no longer decoupled but viewed as a
reciprocal system. The prominence of "Translocality" suggests
a paradigm shift from static settlement studies toward the
analysis of multi-directional flows of people, capital, and
information across regions.

Within this network, these concepts form a "strategic
triangle" that elucidates global adaptation strategies. The close
proximity between the translocality (red) and livelihood (blue)
clusters underscores the essence of translocal livelihoods. This
represents a diversification strategy where, rather than relying
on a single localized income source, households distribute
labor: some members remain in agriculture, while others
migrate toward urbanization or seek international migration.

This connectivity facilitates not just the movement of
people, but also the flow of resources, including remittances,
knowledge, and skills, which flow back to the origin to
bolster the household economic foundation. This transition
serves as a mechanism for resilience; when local livelihoods
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Figure 4: Documents by country (Source:

are threatened by climate change or flooding, translocality
functions as a vital adaptation strategy (Figure 1). Leveraging
social networks and multi-sited income streams reduces
community vulnerability during natural disasters or economic
crises. Resilience, in this context, is defined not as "static
endurance" but as "flexibility for survival." Notably, the
COVID-19 node is positioned centrally between "Livelihood"
and "Resilience," as the pandemic disrupted the essential
conduits of translocality (via lockdowns and urban job losses).
This has compelled researchers to re-evaluate whether the
resilience of the poor can be sustained when mobility is halted,
giving rise to livelihood resilience as an emerging research
frontier at the bottom of the diagram.

4.2. Content Analysis

The nexus between translocal livelihoods and urban
resilience, both globally and within the Vietnamese context,
constitutes an interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary domain
that reflects the multifaceted nature of the research field and
the diversity of participating journals (Table 2). Among the 10
selected publications, five focus on translocality, six investigate
livelihood resilience, and three examine the intersection of
both translocality and urban resilience. This distribution
underscores a robust correlation between urban resilience and
translocal livelihood strategies (Table 2).

Based on 10 research papers from the dataset, the core
intersection point that all authors address is the reciprocal
relationship between cross-local social networks and liveli-
hood resilience. The studies agree that in the context of
environmental change and urbanization, livelihoods are no
longer confined to a fixed space but are sustained by the move-
ment of resources—including financial, food, information,
and emotional—between origin and destination. However, the
papers also point to a common reality: inequality in access to
these resources. Resilience is not a static value but depends
on the social status, assets, gender, and learning capacity of
individuals or households. While trust-based networks and
self-organization help workers and fishermen overcome pre-
cariousness, structural barriers such as poverty or stringent

Documents by country or territory

Compare the document counts for up to 15 countries/territories.

United States
India

United Kingdom
South Africa
China

Germany
Indonesia
Ghana

Japan

Australia

80

Documents

(b) Period 2020-2025

Scopus.com, accessed 29 December 2025).

regulations push vulnerable groups into a state of "unsus-
tainable recovery”. In short, the general trend of research
is to affirm that diversified livelihood strategies (integrating
agriculture, non-agriculture, and cross-local connections) are
key to improving resilience and mitigating vulnerability to the
complex changes of the era.

4.3. Discussion

Based on the systematic review and thematic analysis
(comprising five clusters and detailed content analysis), it is
evident that the relationship between translocal livelihoods
and urban resilience is a multidimensional interaction. In
this nexus, spatial connectivity networks function as a
"buffer," enabling individuals and communities to navigate
and overcome shocks. This synthesis reveals several critical
dimensions for further academic inquiry and discourse.

First, translocal networks are informal resilience resources.
Translocal livelihoods are not merely physical movement but a
complex network connecting places of origin and destination.
Translocal connections (with hometowns or other locations)
provide crucial financial, material, and emotional support. In
urban contexts, these serve as adaptive mechanisms that help
migrants access spaces that formal policies often overlook,
such as affordable housing or pavement-based employment.
Migration is the primary driver of translocal livelihoods. This
aligns with the observation of the vital role of trans-spatial
relationships in adaptation and mutual support (Gisevius et al.,
2024). Translocal livelihoods are often driven by food security
needs and coping with shocks like the COVID-19 pandemic.
Translocal agrifood sharing both ensures nutrition and serves
as a mutual insurance tool (Drake et al., 2022). Women and
rural households play a central role in managing resources
remotely to enhance resilience. On the other hand, women
also bear the burden of social reproduction in their hometowns
(Andersson Djurfeldt, 2021).

Second, there is stratification in the resilience capacity of
various urban population groups. Groups with better social
standing (income, wide networks) often achieve "sustainable
gains," while vulnerable groups (the poor, new migrants) easily
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Figure 5: Keyword co-occurrence network related to translocal livelihoods and urban resilience

Table 1: Thematic clusters related to translocal livelihoods and urban resilience

Criteri Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 5

riteria (62 keywords) (keywords) (keywords) (32 keywords) (keywords)

Main Themes Migration and Social Adaptation and Disaster Livelihoods and Policy: Resource Management and  Social Structure and
Identity: Focusing on human Risk Management: Focusing on non-farm Planning: Focusing on land Adaptive Capacity:
mobility and cultural Focusing on flooding and activities and pandemic use and nature conservation.  Focusing on vulnerable
dimensions. urban resilience. impacts. groups and the informal

economy.

Research Migrants, laborers, ethnic Urban communities, Smallholder farmers, women, Ecosystems, forests, Urban poor, low-income

Subjects minorities, and refugees. governance systems, and local and rural households. agricultural land, and households, and gender.

authorities. biodiversity.

Representative Globalization, migration, Climate change, floods, Food security, agriculture, Land use, GIS, conservation, Poverty, informal sector,

Keywords cultural identity, and disaster risk reduction, and ~ COVID-19, and livelihoods.  remote sensing, and social capital, adaptive
translocality. resilience. biodiversity. capacity, and drought.

Focused Areas Germany, the United India, Ghana, and Sri Lanka.  Africa, particularly Ethiopia, Indonesia, Thailand, and Uganda and Zimbabwe.
Kingdom, the United States, Kenya, Nigeria, and Tanzania; Vietnam.
the Philippines, Bangladesh, South Africa; Mexico; and
and Cambodia. Nepal.

Methods & Tools Ethnography, questionnaire  Case studies, machine Household surveys and policy GIS, remote sensing, and Qualitative and quantitative
surveys, and theoretical learning, and spatio-temporal analysis. demographic statistics. analysis, psychology, and
research. analysis. social media analysis.

Source: Derived from 901 documents indexed in the Scopus database and retrieved on 29 December 2025.

fall into a state of "precarious resilience" due to the difficulty Next, translocal livelihoods not only promote urban
of establishing high-quality translocal connections. Translocal ~resilience but also help maintain cultural identity and resilience
within the heart of the city. Translocal livelihoods involve
not just the movement of people but also the circulation of
resources. The sharing of agricultural products or financial
support between the place of origin and the destination ensures
not only nutrition but is also a form of "mutual insurance,"
higher learning and self-organizing capacities are able to  helping to sustain cultural identity and resilience within the
leverage these better (Aboye, 2025; Wintergalen et al., 2022). city.

linkages are not simply "capital for the poor"; they may also
reflect and reproduce inequality because marginalized groups
often lack the financial capital and education required to

maintain connections (Bott et al., 2020). Households with
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Table 2: Representative journal articles on the translocal livelihoods and urban resilience nexus

No. Title of the publication Authors and year  Method Key finding
1 Translocal social resilience (Sakdapolrak, Sterly, Mixed-methods research  Resilience is profoundly contingent upon the social positionality of individuals
dimensions of migration as et al., 2024) and households, encompassing gender, income, health, and social networks.
adaptation to environmental Groups with more advantageous social standing typically achieve “sustainable
change gains,” whereas vulnerable groups frequently encounter “precarious resilience”
or “translocal insecurity.”
2 Local and translocal social capital (Gisevius et al., Household survey Translocal connections provide multifaceted support, including emotional,
in flood adaptation: Evidence from 2024) (n = 620) and Social psychological, financial, and material assistance. The efficacy of such support is
Indonesian coastal communities Network Analysis (1,169 predicated on intimacy and trust within robust interpersonal relationships.
ties) Consequently, households derive significant benefits from maintaining
diversified support networks.
3 Translocal social capital as a (Bott et al., 2020) Mixed-methods approach Households with a higher frequency of translocal connections are more inclined
resource for community-based involving 950 households to implement proactive adaptation measures. Economic stratification
responses in Java, Indonesia significantly influences network accessibility; impoverished households

4 The place of translocal networks in  (Poku-Boansi et al., ~Systematic review
inclusive city development: A 2024) (n = 45 studies)
systematic review

encounter substantial barriers in establishing translocal linkages, thereby
undermining their overall resilience capacity.

Translocal networks facilitate migrants’ access to housing, employment
opportunities, and social integration. Network efficacy is predicated on trust,
shared identity, and commitment to places of origin. These networks function as
informal adaptive mechanisms, enabling migrants to navigate urban
spaces—such as street pavements and affordable housing—from which they are
frequently excluded by formal policies. Given the constructive role of these
networks, the study advocates removing prohibitive regulations targeting
migrants.

5 Locating the traditional economy  (Drake et al., 2022)  Ethnographic research Traditional economic practices persist robustly within urban environments.

in Port Vila, Vanuatu: Disaster
relief and agrobiodiversity

6 Translocal livelihoods research and  (Andersson Systematic review
the household in the Global Dijurfeldt, 2021)
South—A gendered perspective

7 Integrating resilience and (Aboye, 2025) Household survey

Translocal food sharing serves not merely as a nutritional source but as a vital
mechanism for mutual insurance, kinship care, and the preservation of regional
cultural identity in the city. Urban resilience capacity is underpinned by the
translocal distribution of resources and the promotion of urban agrobiodiversity.

Translocal livelihoods frequently place a disproportionate burden on women
through the responsibilities of social reproduction. Although translocality
facilitates the renegotiation of gender roles, such transformations are often
constrained by entrenched patriarchal norms. Resilience is predicated upon the
synergy of material, social, and emotional infrastructures shared among family
members across multiple locations.

The study underscores the importance of integrating resilience and vulnerability

vulnerability components in involving 300 households indices when evaluating the multifaceted impacts of urbanization. Urbanization

assessing urbanization impacts on
farming household livelihood
strategies: Insights from Ethiopia

8 Opportunities and challenges for ~ (Wintergalen et al.,  Systematic review
livelihood resilience in urban and ~ 2022) (n = 112 studies)
rural Mexican small-scale fisheries

9 Southeast Asian trajectories of (Tappe & Nguyen,  Systematic review
labour mobility: Precarity, 2019)
translocality, and resilience

10 Sustainable development strategy ~ (Zhao et al., 2025)  Survey
of livelihood resilience of migrant
workers in China: A survival
rationality approach

has heterogeneous effects on households because of variations in asset
endowments, self-organization, learning capacity, sensitivity, exposure, and
adaptive capacity. Livelihood strategies integrating agricultural and non-farm
activities exhibit higher resilience-vulnerability indices than specialized farm or
non-farm strategies.

Urban fishers possess more diverse non-fishery employment opportunities but
often lack incentives for collective action. Rural fishers demonstrate greater
self-organizing capacity but are constrained by limited educational opportunities.
Population density, isolation, and vocational diversity are closely associated with
livelihood resilience. Major threats in urban communities include limited
cooperative motivation and ecosystem-based risks, whereas access to education
and supplementary employment can strengthen resilience.

Precarity is a systemic characteristic of migrant labour in Southeast Asia,
emerging from the interaction between human agency and structural forces
within localized contexts. This dynamic produces stress, anxiety, and
ambivalence in migrants’ experiences. Everyday strategies include developing
new social networks and relationships. Fictive kinship ties and hometown-based
cultural networks help workers navigate economic volatility and transform
precarity into resilience.

The resilience of migrant workers is highly contingent upon their ability to adapt
to urban environments, where housing, social security, and stable employment
are pivotal. The study emphasizes the importance of learning capacity and
investment in migrant workers’ human capital. Buffer capacity and
self-organizing ability are also identified as essential determinants of livelihood
outcomes through their interaction with learning capacity.

Source: Derived from 901 documents indexed in the Scopus database and retrieved on 29 December 2025.

The informal sector and social capital are the foundations
of resilience for the urban poor. Translocal livelihoods
provide cash flows (remittances) and support that help

informal settlements withstand droughts or economic crises.

The data shows a holistic picture: translocal livelihoods
provide "resources" (social and financial capital), while

urban resilience provides the "structural framework" (policy,
infrastructure, risk management). The sustainability of modern
cities lies not only in flood walls but also in the flexibility of
migration networks and the adaptive capacity of vulnerable

social groups.



At the same time, translocal livelihoods pose a challenge
regarding the gender burden in resilience. The process of urban
resilience through translocal livelihoods often weighs heavily
on the shoulders of women, who must carry the responsibility
of social reproduction and connecting family members in dual
locations.

Finally, to promote translocal livelihoods and urban
resilience, attention must be paid to the role of planning
and technology. To enhance urban resilience in the context of
translocal livelihoods, resource and spatial management are key
factors (Sakdapolrak, Borderon, & Sterly, 2024; Sakdapolrak,
Sterly, et al., 2024). The use of technologies such as GIS
and remote sensing helps planners clearly understand land-
use changes caused by the impact of migration and urban
development. In Southeast Asian countries like Vietnam or
Indonesia, biodiversity conservation and green infrastructure
planning are inseparable parts of protecting the livelihoods
of migrant workers living in environmentally sensitive urban
areas.

In recent years, Vietnam has undergone significant trans-
formations in both its urban landscape and economic standing.
Within the last five years, urban resilience in Vietnam has en-
tered a new chapter—moving beyond post-pandemic recovery
to focus on proactive adaptation to climate change and global
economic volatility. Vietnam’s resilience strategy is shifting
from a "defensive" to a "creative" posture. This transition
marks a move from "static" planning (focusing solely on phys-
ical space) to "dynamic" planning (data-driven development
governance), enabling cities to respond more swiftly to vari-
ous risk scenarios. Given the impending challenges of rapid
urbanization and severe climate change, the nexus between
translocal livelihoods and urban resilience will play a pivotal
role in Vietnam’s sustainable development. To achieve this,
urban development in Vietnam should prioritize the following
policy implications™:

First, it is necessary to implement network-based urban
governance. Policy should shift from management based
on rigid administrative boundaries to management based on
migration flows. There is a need to formalize and support the
informal economy; rather than marginalizing it, the informal
sector must be recognized as a vital component of urban
resilience. Vietnam should establish flexible social security
networks for freelance and migrant workers, helping them
maintain income streams to provide feedback support for
their rural families. To achieve this, it is essential to build
mobility databases: utilizing survey methods and theoretical
research to clearly understand translocal migration flows,
thereby planning infrastructure and public services (healthcare,
education) appropriately at destinations.

Second, as Vietnam’s urban infrastructure and social
systems become bottlenecks, there is an urgent need to
enhance resilience through technology. Vietnam must leverage
technical tools to mitigate disaster risks. This includes
applying GIS and Remote Sensing to monitor land-use
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fluctuations and provide early warnings for urban flooding.
This is particularly critical for coastal cities and the Mekong
Delta, which are heavily impacted by climate change. Green
infrastructure strategies and urban conservation should be
prioritized to create buffer spaces, reducing the pressure of
natural disasters on citizens’ livelihoods.

Third, trans-spatial livelihood and food security must be
ensured. Policy needs to guarantee unbroken connectivity
between rural and urban areas. Initially, sustainable supply
chains can be developed, drawing from the experiences of
developed nations to promote links between rural agricultural
production and urban consumption, ensuring food security
during crises like the COVID-19 pandemic. Additionally,
training and financial access programs specifically for women
are necessary, as they are often the primary livelihood
connectors within translocal households.

Finally, localized adaptive capacity must be built for
both urban residents and migrants, with a particular focus
on the "social capital" of vulnerable groups, ensuring that
the development of translocal livelihoods does not impose
gender-based pressures or burdens on women. Simultaneously,
the formation of hometown associations and self-managed
migrant support networks in cities should be encouraged
to increase self-recovery capacity against economic shocks
or droughts. Furthermore, living conditions in informal
settlements must be improved: instead of total clearance
(mass evictions), community-based urban upgrading policies
should be implemented, focusing on improving sanitation,
clean water, and housing safety for the urban poor.

Above all, the core policy implication for Vietnam is the
need to "soften" planning to adapt to human mobility and
"technologize" governance to respond to environmental risks.
This aims to create a sustainable and inclusive urban ecosystem
while also accounting for the preservation of cultural identity
in urban centers and their surrounding regions.

5. Conclusions

From the above systematic review, it is evident that
the topic of translocal livelihoods and urban resilience is
becoming a complex research field, combining social sciences
and data science. This trend emphasizes the importance
of understanding transboundary connection networks (both
material and immaterial) to build sustainable cities with high
resilience against global challenges such as climate change
and pandemics.

Research on translocal livelihoods and urban resilience
is no longer confined to a single field but is divided into five
specialized yet closely interrelated clusters. In the social and
cultural dimension, the focus is on migration, identity, and
globalization. In the technical and governance dimension,
the focus is on disaster risk management (flooding) and the
application of technology (GIS, Remote sensing, Machine
learning).
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5.1. Policy Implications For Vietnam

In the economic and policy dimension, the focus is on
food security, agriculture, and the impact of major shocks
such as the COVID-19 pandemic. In the environmental
dimension, the focus is on biodiversity conservation and land-
use planning. Resilience is the primary connecting thread in
this relationship: resilience against natural disasters through
flood risk management and adaptation to climate change; socio-
economic resilience through sustainable livelihoods amidst the
fluctuations of pandemics and droughts; and adaptive capacity
bolstered by social capital and policies for vulnerable groups.

The studies are global in nature but have distinct thematic
focuses. Developed countries (Germany, the UK, the US)
focus heavily on identity and migration. Southeast Asia
(Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia) is the centerpiece of research
on resource management and planning. Africa and South
Asia are the primary regions for research on climate change,
rural livelihoods, and the adaptive capacity of the urban poor.
Modern studies have seamlessly combined traditional methods
with new technologies—from using in-depth qualitative
methods such as ethnography to understand identity, to
applying high-tech tools like machine learning, remote sensing,
and GIS for spatial analysis and urban risk forecasting.

From the analysis results, the article has also pointed
out policy implications for both the research and practical
application of translocal livelihood development and urban
resilience in Vietnam. These implications will likely require
further holistic solutions with long-term visions and strategic
plans to be operationalized in the future.
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